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'- PubI[c educatlon is a chaotlc problem all throughout Michlgan lt‘

i problém costing our children their future every day. Our children are fa”mg-:.-; D

o in hlgh numbers Our chrldrenjare falhng through th_e cracks in front_ ofus <

- -no togethemess

Hi my name is Patrma erey'and il am here on"behalf of rny daughter
- Kahlia who is 9 years-old and in the fourth grade at Mackenzie S
. _Elementary-Mlddle School; Kahlla is a creative, compassronate young’ glrl 4
- who is always ready for a challenge and unfortunately does not'get the
“academic rigor she needs. In order for me to effectively teach my child |
~ must engage in-every way as a parent to ensure there is consrstency
' _brought to her educatlon : :

Iean 't allow my daughter to fall in the school system Iike my son, Xavnor :

" who is now 25 years-old. Xawor was a funny high school student with an
_endless amount of potentlal Because of an unexpected closing of schools,

~ “my son was forced to go to a school focated much further from home. Asa
“working, single mother, this- made it harder for me to get hrm back and

| forth every day A great educat|on shouldn't be. so far: away

Please take a Iook at the shde behmd me: presented by Mayor Duggan East
Thursday. As deplcted on the screen, the majority of our high schools are
not aligned with our high school’ population So if you live on the west side;
as | and many families do, your choices are worse and worse. Why shotuild -

| have to travel so far do_wntown when quallty educatlon for my k|d should N "

B be nght up the street’?

.As schools close WIthout notrce others become overcrowded makmg a

- school bulldrng an unsafe place for chlldren to be. How could my son grow' _'

- and learn in.an-environment where he didn't feel safe and secure every
day? He dropped out. As hIS mother | encouraged hlm to go back and he
fmally recerved h|s GED R ST .

- ‘Today, htS llttle snster Kahha is an A student as well As a parent I feet the

-+ 'same pressure all over again. I'm concerned about lrteracy, safety,

transportatron transparengy and the overcrowdmg in our schools, There
has to be an effective, systemic change, NOW. | want my daughter and all -
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- also ask that you i i
cons:derthe need: for‘i tocal entlty that would coordmate the o 'e. ng and S
-closmg of schoots and hold all schools accountable to quahty i

© Thankyou.

- ready for college S0 they can accompllsh thelr dreams as actlve cmzens e
| .and be posmoned to wm I|ke every k:d deserves . S

| En closmg, I ask that you support the restructurmg of Detroit Pubhc Schools - |

and the. DPS debt re!!ef for my daughter Kahha and for ati our chlldren I

standards. Wlth this structure in place; parents like mysetf wouldn'thaveto R

‘watch the[r son fall through the cracks, but would watch the:r son wake up -

and go to a quailty,"

eighborhood schoo! every mormng




